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Santa Clara Strives for Inclusive Campus Senior Soloist

in the Spotlight
Concerto competition
winner selects Beethoven
for winter concert
Erin Fox

News Editor

CESAR TESEN—THE SANTA CLARA

PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS: On Feb. 26, the university and Unity 4 hosted a Diversity and Inclusion forum in the de Saisset Museum. Updates were provided on the Campus Climate survey, JED Campus Initiative, undergraduate admissions enrollment and the outdated “Can’t Thread A Moving Needle” movie.

Administration
forum offers insight
into campus climate
Meghan McLaughlin
The Santa Clara

Zerreen Kazi is no stranger to responding to acts of vandalism on campus. At the
recent Forum for Diversity and Inclusion,
Kazi—the Director of the Multicultural Center (MCC)—challenged administrators by
asking what they would say to those who
committed acts of vandalism on campus.
“We do not live in a bubble, we are a part
of the United States,” University President
Michael Engh, S.J. said.“Race and issues of
bias are rampant across the country and we
do our best to address that here.”
Questions from the audience and updates from administrators were fielded at

Since 1922

the forum on Monday night in the de Saisset Museum. The event was hosted by the
university and Unity 4.
Engh went on to say that these acts of
vandalism are inappropriate for the campus
community and dubbed the anti-immigration posters put up as “infantile.” He questioned what the perpetrators feared and why
they used such cowardly avenues to express
their feelings of animosity.
“We are facing a national problem right
here on our campus,” Engh said.
Also in response to Kazi’s question, Provost Dennis Jacobs looked to future conversations with people of differing beliefs.
“What we can promote is a spirit of conversation or civil discourse in which we are
able to talk and do so in a way that respects
the other and truly listens to the other,”
Jacobs said.
Survey Response and Timeline

rector for the Office for Diversity and Inclusion Ray Plaza pushed for more participants.
On Monday, the goal of a 30 percent undergraduate response (900 students) had
still not been reached.
Plaza explained that in early October
2018, the survey consultants will meet with
Engh and his cabinet to review the findings.
That same day, two campus-wide forums
will be held and the results of the survey
will be made formally available.
This process is to ensure transparency
and accessibility to the results, according
to Plaza.
“I suspect there will be a lot of homework for a number of our different offices,”
Plaza said.
Moving Towards Mental Health
Vice Provost for Student Life and Dean
of Students Jeanne Rosenberger intro-

The Campus Climate Survey closed on
Tuesday night, but even in the final day, Di-
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See FORUM, Page 2

Most preschoolers build towers or trucks
with their toy blocks. But not senior Byron
Fan.
When he was just four years old, Fan built a
violin out of Legos and pretended to play along
with an animated musician on the television.
His parents recorded the performance and decided to enroll him in music lessons later that
year. According to Fan, four is a normal age to
begin playing an instrument like the violin.
Now, Fan—a music performance and biology double major—is the winner of the Department of Music’s annual Concerto and Aria
Competition and will perform as the featured
soloist in the Beethoven Violin Concerto with
the university orchestra. The winter concert,
“Musical Poetry,” will be held on March 3 in
the Mission Church at 7:30 p.m.
Auditions for the competition are open to
any student at the university, no matter their
major. Each year’s competition varies and
may result in anywhere from one to several
winners. Fan was the sole selection this year.
“Anyone who enters the competition has
picked what they want to play, advised by their
teacher as to what’s appropriate, what’s good
for their level, what’s a nice stretch for them
to learn,” said John Kennedy, conductor of
the university orchestra. “Byron decided a
concerto he wanted to learn and prepared it
for a year, so by the time the competition rolls
around, he’s ready to succeed.”
The piece Fan selected is Beethoven’s Violin Concerto. Fan noted that like the famous
composer, he too suffers from hearing loss.
“I’m actually deaf in my right ear and I wear
a hearing aid,” Fan said. “But it doesn’t really
impact my ability to hear music, it just kind
of mutes things a little bit. I wouldn’t say it’s
that big of an impairment—it’s just part of life.”
Fan commented on his appreciation for
the piece, sharing that it bridges the gap between classical and romantic music, and can
be interpreted either way. Kennedy agrees.
“The Beethoven piece is just so wonderful,”
Kennedy said. “One of the first concertos that
might be classified in the romantic realm, after
the so-called classic period of classical music.
It features such a tender dialogue between the
orchestra and the soloist.”
Fan and his teacher, Motoko Toba, started
working on the Beethoven piece less than a
year ago, in the second half of the 2017 spring
quarter. He has studied under Toba during his
entire time at Santa Clara.
“Byron has always had very good technique, but in the last four years, I have seen
him grow tremendously as a musician as well,”
Toba said. “He has become more and more
See CONCERTO VIOLINIST, Page 5
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CAMPUS SAFETY
Alcohol-Related Medical Emergency
Feb. 19: A campus resident was found intoxicated
after consuming several shots of vodka in a resident’s
room. Several occupants were found drinking alcohol in
the room and were advised to dispose of the alcohol. The
intoxicated resident was evaluated by SCU EMS. SCFD
was contacted and responded. He was transported to
Valley Medical Center by paramedics.
Feb. 24: SCFD, SCU EMS and CSS responded to the
north grass area of building #406 to check on a student
who drank vodka at an off-campus location. The student
was transported to O’Connor Hospital via ambulance.
Feb. 24: SCU EMS and CSS responded to McLaughlinWalsh Residence Hall to check on a student who drank
vodka at an off-campus party.

Found Property
Feb. 18: A pair of reading glasses was found and turned
in to the CSS office.
Feb. 23: Two skateboards were found and turned in
to the CSS office.
Feb. 23: A student claimed her lost credit card.
Feb. 23: CSS received a California Driver’s License
belonging to a non-affiliate. The driver’s license was
dropped off at the post office.
Feb. 23: CSS found car keys in Daly Science 200.
Feb. 24: A silver MacBook Pro was turned in to CSS.
The owner was contacted.
Feb. 25: CSS found a longboard in Dance Studio B of
the Music and Dance Building.
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Forum Prompts Admin Answers
Continued from Page 1

duced the JED Campus Initiative that the university
began in spring 2017.
JED is a foundation that
helps high schools and colleges with strategic planning
around mental health initiatives.
Santa Clara is now one of
the nine Jesuit campuses participating as a JED campus,
joined by 170 other colleges
and universities across the
country.
One improvement highlighted after the university
embarked on the JED Campus Initiative was the funding for a campus psychiatrist,
which Santa Clara did not
have prior.
Students expressed interest in resources outside
of existing counselors at
Counseling and Psychologi-

cal Services (CAPS), and the
university answered.
Enrollment Increase
Eva Blanco Masias, dean
of undergraduate admission,
reported that the university
received a record high of
about 16,000 applications
for the class of 2022.
That is about 1,100 more
applications received than
the year before, according
to Vice President for Enrollment Management Mike
Sexton.
However, this year admissions is planning on enrolling
about three dozen fewer students than usual, as the class
of 2021 was oversubscribed
by about two dozen students,
according to Sexton.
“This is really not a good
year to be a high school senior,” Sexton said. “Next year,

when we have Finn Hall, is a
better time to be a high school
senior.”
Undergraduate enrollment is expected to grow
from about 5,450 to 6,000 in
the next six years, warranting
more beds and classrooms,
according to Sexton.
Sexual Assault Movie Reboot
One student asked how
“Can’t Thread a Moving Needle” is evaluated and how it
may potentially be updated.
“Can’t Thread a Moving
Needle” is the mandatory film
dealing with topics of sexual
assault and violence that
all students are required to
watch during their first year
at Santa Clara.
Associate Dean for Student Life Matthew Duncan
answered that the movie

was made ten years ago and
administrators predicted it
would have a limited shelf
life.
He said the Office of Student Life is working with
Associated Student Government, the Wellness Center
and Residence Life to create
new solutions to the outdated
movie.
“Can’t Thread a Moving
Needle” will not be included
in mandatory programming
in the same capacity it was
before. Beginning in fall 2018,
only certain aspects of the
movie will be used, according to Duncan.
The spring quarter forum
will be held on Tuesday, May
8.
Contact Meghan
McLaughlin at
mhmclaughlin@scu.edu or
call (408) 554-4852.

News in Brief

Information Report
Feb. 24: CSS and SCPD responded to Sanfilippo
Residence Hall for a report of a father making contact with
a student via text message, despite having a restraining
order.

Global

Medical Emergency
Feb. 23: A student ate a marijuana edible and became
ill. The student was transported to O’Connor hospital by
ambulance.

Suspicious Person
Feb. 23: An unknown male approached a student and
asked questions that made him feel uncomfortable. CSS
conducted a vehicle patrol of the area.
Feb. 25: A transient male caused a disturbance in the
Benson Center and was issued a verbal trespass warning.
The same subject caused a disturbance in the Learning
Commons earlier this month.

•

Norway plans to spend 100 million Norwegian Crowns ($12 million USD) to upgrade
their Svalbard Global Seed Vault, known as the “doomsday” seed vault.

•

China’s Communist Party proposed a constitutional adjustment that would remove
the two-year presidential term limit.

•

Snapchat’s CEO Evan Spiegel took home $636 million last year despite the
company’s rollercoaster year. This payout was larger than Apple’s CEO, Tim Cook,
who reportedly earned about $12.8 million.

National
•

White House Communications Director Hope Hicks announced her resignation on
Wednesday. Her resignation comes a day after she testified for eight hours before the
White House Intelligence Committee.

•

Dick’s Sporting Goods announced on Wednesday that they will be immediately
ending the sales of all assault-style rifles in their stores.

•

The Weinstein Company announced plans to file for bankruptcy on Tuesday.

•

A federal appeals court ruled against workplace discrimination regarding sexual
orientation on Monday.

Theft
Feb. 23: A pair of Nike shoes and a Herschel backpack
were reported stolen from a student’s vehicle.
Feb. 24: A red Under Armour backpack, two exercise
foam rollers and a dental retainer, all valued at roughly
$500, were reported stolen from a student’s vehicle.

Vandalism
Feb. 23: Graffiti was found on the base plate of a street
lamp by the southeast corner of the tennis complex.

Santa Clara

From Campus Safety reports.
Email news@thesantaclara.org.

Check out the Campus Safety Report online:
facebook.com/scucss
@SCUCampusSafety
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Scholar Talks Disposition, Racism and the Environment
Visiting Phi Beta
Kappa discusses
anthropology
Kimi Andrew

The Santa Clara
Community members gathered
in the Music and Dance Recital Hall
Feb. 22 to hear visiting scholar Dr.
Paige West talk about her experiences as an anthropologist in Papua
New Guinea.
As a professor of Anthropology
at Barnard and Columbia University since 2001, Dr. West has been
conducting research on the islands
of Papua New Guinea and its people
for the past 20 years.
In particular, West’s research is
focused on foreigners visiting the
southwestern Pacific island country and how their ideologies are imposed on native Papuans.
“My studies have been about the
specific rhetorics that are used to
perpetuate racial disenfranchisement and oppression in post-colonial Papua New Guinea,” Dr. West
said. “The ways in which these ideologies get mapped onto the Papua
New Guinea state by outsiders, and
the ways in which these rhetorics
move into national, elite ideologies
of progress and change.”
Dr. West broke her speech down
into four sections that she described
as “four ethnographical movements.”
In each of these sections, she re-

counts her experiences with the racist, imperialist outlooks that many
people who visit Papua New Guinea
have toward the settler colony.
She described a set of Australian
surfers who she followed closely for
years and interviewed during their
visits to the island of New Guinea.
These men would go to New
Guinea to engage in what they described as a “past world experience.”
They saw the island as a sort of “time
machine,” while still having the security of their modern lives waiting
back in their home countries.
“For these men, Papua New
Guinea is pristine, it is primitive,
it is dangerous and it is undiscovered,” Dr. West said, describing her
interviews with the surfers. “It’s a
place that is described as ‘without
the headaches of modernity.’”
Not only did the men see the island as beneficial to themselves a
way to experience the past, but they
viewed Papua New Guineans as not
ready for the future.
In another section, Dr. West
describes a photographer, David
Kirkland, who exploits Papua New
Guinea natives and those of other
countries, under the pretense of
helping to show the rapid loss of
culture in the rural counties.
The specific incident Dr. West
described at the event involved one
of her friends Michael—a Papua
New Guinea native—who was photographed by Kirkland in what is
made to look like traditional wear.
Michael was told that the photographs were going to be used to
promote tourism throughout his
native country, so he was happy to

participate in the photo shoot.
He was never paid for modeling,
nor was he given any credit in the
photographs.
Dr. West later found that the photos of Michael had appeared in museum galleries as well as a book that
Kirkland published titled “Tribal
PNG.”
None of the Papua New Guinean models in this book were given
credit.
Throughout her talk, Dr. West
describes various accounts of the
natives of New Guinea being taken
advantage of by outsiders who claim

“For these men,
Papua New
Guinea is pristine,
it is primitive, it is
dangerous and it
is undiscovered.”
to know what is best for the country.
She described an incident in
which conservationists from a
large non-governmental organization (NGO) from outside Papua
New Guinea came to the country to
moderate the distribution of a large
sum of money that the country was
supposed to receive due to a natural
gas project.
“An international rule says that
if you’re going to do one of these big

projects, you must have a biodiversity offset fund,” Dr. West said.
“This fund is meant to mitigate
the negative effects of the project
over the lifetime of the project by
putting money back into biodiversity conservation projects. It was
estimated in 2011 that the biodiversity offset fund for this natural gas
project in Papua New Guinea would
be $100 million,” Dr. West said.
The representatives from the
NGO asked a group of scientists
from Papua New Guinea how they
would spend the $100 million for
conservation efforts in the country.
“[The scientists] sat there in
complete silence for about five minutes and then slowly but surely they
began to throw out ideas based on
what they had seen already works,”
Dr. West said. “They said that they
would work with communities to
create small, but effective conservation areas in places where they have
long-term field sites.”
This was just one of the multiple
ideas scientists proposed to the NGO
officials.
All their ideas were based on decades of collective data that worked
for the country.
In response, the NGO officials
claimed that the scientists didn’t
have “a vision to manage the biodiversity offset fund.”
“[The scientists] were told they
wouldn’t know what to do with the
money,” Dr. West said. “That they
‘lacked the capacity to envision and
manage a fund of that size.’”
The topic of anthropology can be
a difficult one to explain to people
who have not taken a course on the

subject.
“Anthropology, in short, is the
study of the human experience and
culture, but it’s complicated,” Ellie
Lewis said, a sophomore anthropology major.
Although its essence may be hard
to put into words, Lewis believes
that anthropology is extremely important, and noted the significance
of experts conducting research.
“Anthropology was only created
because of imperialism,” Lewis said.
“It’s not like we genuinely had this
interest in culture, it was to gain data
and gain control over others.”
When you’re an anthropologist,
how do you construct your research
so that you don’t ‘other’ the subjects?” Lewis questioned.
Dr. West is the author or editor
of eight books and is the founding
editor of the journal Environment
and Society.
She is a member of Phi Beta
Kappa, the oldest honor society for
the liberal arts and sciences in the
United States.
“[West] is an invaluable presence
and mentor in the field of anthropology and a true embodiment of Santa
Clara University’s teacher-scholar
model of competence, conscience
and compassion,” Santa Clara anthropology professor Mythri Jegathesan said.
Dr. West’s talk was the final event
of the 2018 Salon Series, which was
put on by the College of Arts and
Sciences, Center for the Arts and
Humanities.
Contact Kimi Andrew at kandrew@
scu.edu or call (408) 554-4852.

Students Host Presentation on Abusive Relationships

Bella Rios

The Santa Clara
“Alone we can do so little,
together we can do so much,”
reads a poster filled with vibrantly colored butterflies
displayed in Benson Memorial Hall.
The poster is a product of
an educational presentation
on abusive relationships led by
several Santa Clara Community Action Program (SCAAP)
leaders on Feb. 26 in the Williman Room.
Around 40 people participated in the event as part of
Allyship Week, a two-week
campaign dedicated to learning about issues affecting marginalized communities and offering support.
“(Being an active bystander) gives community members
a role and responsibility in addressing relationship violence
as a culture,” SCAAP coordinator Petra Nelken said. “When
communities aren’t united
and there’s a lack of community effort, there’s a greater
likelihood that relationship
violence will exist.”
SCAAP coordinator Sara
Kelly outlined warning signs
of an abusive relationship,
which may include threats of
violence, use of intimidation,
destruction of objects of value

“When our loved ones are
being hurt, it’s shocking and
it’s hard to address,” Nelken
said. “Experts say that you
can’t push someone to work
for change, they need to do it
themselves. Gently, without
judgment, tell them you are
concerned for their safety.
You want to empower them
because many relationships
subsist on abuser dominating
partner.”
A SCAAP program coordinator, who asked not be named,
shared her experience as a survivor of an emotionally abusive
relationship.
Though no longer in the relationship, she said the emotional and psychological toll
is something she still works
through.
“My confidence suffered a
tremendous amount because
I was in the relationship from
the time I was 16 until I was 20
so I grew up being abused, and
I was used to it, thinking it was
normal,” she said. “It literally
changed how my brain worked
and how I thought about the
world, myself and the people
around me.”
Junior and SCAAP Department Coordinator, Sarah Locklin addressed the benefits and
risks of reporting to the Title
IX Office.
Locklin explained that
survivors can confidentially
report without filing a report.
“It increases data on these
incidents which get published
every year. In turn, this can get
us more outside resources and
create transparency on campus,” Locklin said.
Locklin noted that it does
not require students to file a

report or pursue discipline
through the school.
She said that after a report
is filed, the Title IX Office does
not guarantee privacy because
the accursed is informed of the
report.
Locklin explained that
the process may be lengthy
and emotionally taxing. Potential disciplinary actions
include the abuser’s loss of
their housing assignment, rearrangement of schedules to
minimize interaction with the
abuser and expulsion.
“Those outcomes are not
guaranteed and some people
find that it can feel like a second invasion, so it may not be
the best thing for the person to
pursue,” Locklin said.
Locklin added that survivors could report to the
police, reach out to YWCA,
a local organization, and
read stories from the Amplify Project, a platform
through which Santa Clara
survivors of sexual assault
shared their stories.
The SCAAP coordinator who wishes to remain
anonymous said survivors
are all at different stages of
recovery.
She stressed the importance of self-care and
activities that bring one joy.
“Do what makes you
happy. I read and sat outside. I started drawing,
which has now become a
passion of mine,” she said.
“Know that there are always people to help you.”
Contact Bella Rios at
irios@scu.edu or call (408)
554-4852.
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and aggressive actions.
Emotional abuse includes
manipulative behavior and
belittlement of one’s partner,
according to Kelly.
“(The abusive partner)
might have controlling tendencies. They may accuse you of
bad character or may threaten
to hurt themselves if you seek
help or leave the relationship,”
Kelly said.
Other potential indicators
include the victim’s lack of
sleep, withdrawing socially and
losing interest in things they
were once passionate about.
Contrary to media portrayal of abuse, Kelly said it
may not be clear if someone
needs help.
“Something that’s common
in media and mainstream conversations about abusive relationships might be a black eye.
It might also not be evident,”
Kelly said.
“It could be covered by
clothing, makeup. Sometimes
these injuries might not have
a valid excuse that might warrant a follow-up conversation
in a private space to see if that
person is okay,” she continued.
Kelly referenced Counseling and Psychological (CAPS),
the on-campus counseling services, as a potential resources
for survivors. It guarantees six
free sessions and confidentiality.
To be effective bystanders,
Nelken advised that people
express concern for those in
abusive relationships without
judgment for staying in the relationship.
She said to be wary that an
abusive partner may monitor
one’s communication.

eek

MCC and
SCCAP
partner for
Allyship Week
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Jimmy Flynn

Editor-in-Chief

Best Picture
Best Actor

Who Will Win: “The Shape of Water”
Who Should Win: “Get Out”
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” has all the momentum, following Best Picture wins at the Golden
Globes and BAFTAs. But in my opinion, it was the third-best film in an extremely competitive year. Gold and silver—
in no particular order—were Guillermo del Toro’s deliriously romantic “The Shape of Water” and Jordan Peele’s incendiary, social thriller masterpiece “Get Out.” “The Shape of Water”—with its dreamlike, noir imagery, fully-realized
characters and staggering originality—and “Get Out”—with its unbelievably tight script, subtle foreshadowing and
calibrated pacing—both deserve to take the Academy’s top prize. But there can only be one. I’d love to see Peele win, but
come Sunday, the trophy will most likely be hoisted by del Toro.

Who Will/Should Win:
Gary Oldman, “Darkest Hour”
Gary Oldman will win his first Oscar for his immersive performance as
Winston Churchill in “Darkest
Hour.” The Academy loves a
ham, and no one out-hams
Oldman, who dons heavy
prosthetics, chomps cigars
and blubbers inspirational
speeches as Britain’s former
prime minister. Special recognition goes to fellow nominee
Daniel Day-Lewis, who brought a
quiet intensity and dark bit of humor to
his role as fashion designer Reynolds Woodcock in
Paul Thomas Anderson’s “Phantom Thread.” Shut-out of
the category this year was James Franco, who seemed
destined for a nomination for his hilarious performance as Tommy Wiseau in “The Disaster Artist.”
But allegations of sexual misconduct rightfully
kept him out of the running.

Best Director

Who Will Win: Guillermo del Toro, “The Shape of Water”
Who Should Win: Jordan Peele, “Get Out” or Christopher Nolan, “Dunkirk”
Another competitive category, but many in the industry see this award as good as given
to del Toro—who 100% deserves it for his focused and risky work on “The Shape of Water.”
Peele’s “Get Out” is inarguably the more timely and important film, but seeing as this is
his directorial debut, the Academy is more likely to give it to someone they feel is due. And
speaking of people who are due, where is the love for Christopher Nolan? He should’ve won
for 2008’s “The Dark Knight” and should definitely be considered for his heartstopping, visceral summer blockbuster “Dunkirk.” For God’s sake, Nolan made a war film spanning three
different time durations (one week, one day, one hour), set across three different locations
(land, sea, air) and he did it all in a dialogue-light 106 minutes. Oh, and did I mention it was
all shot in IMAX? The man deserves the award as much as anyone.

Best Original Screenplay

Best Actress

Who Will Win: Frances McDormand,
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”
Who Should Win: Sally Hawkins, “The
Shape of Water”
Every Best Actress award on planet Earth has gone
to professional ass-kicker Frances McDormand for her
fierce and ferocious performance as a mother seeking justice
in “Three Billboards.” But my pick for Best Actress is Sally Hawkins,
who brought gentility, grace and beauty to her role as a perennial outsider
who falls in love outside her species. Hawkins—whose character is mute—deftly
uses her eyes and body to convey her character’s internal conflict and external vulnerability. It’s a truly monumental performance—the best of Hawkins’ career—but all signs
point toward McDormand and Ebbing, Missouri.

Best Supporting Actor

Who Will/Should Win: Sam Rockwell, “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri”
With his charming smugness, working-class demeanor and precise comic timing, Sam Rockwell has
always been one of acting’s national treasures. But as Jason Dixon—a racist cop who learns the path toward rehabilitation—in “Three Billboards,” Rockwell gave the world not just the supporting performance
of the year, but one of the best in recent memory. The way Rockwell can pivot from despicable to funny to
sympathetic all in one scene is a testament to his versatility and humanity as an actor. “Three Billboards”
co-star Woody Harrelson is also nominated, as is Willem Dafoe for his great work in “The Florida Project,”
but this award has Rockwell’s name written all over it.

Best Supporting Actress

Who Will Win: Allison Janney, “I, Tonya”
Who Should Win: Lesley Manville, “Phantom Thread”
It’s a shame “Phantom Thread” probably won’t take home any awards this year. Day-Lewis is fantastic, the cinematography is gorgeous, the score is sumptuous and Anderson’s script is quick-witted
and thought-provoking. The best part of the movie, though, is Lesley Manville’s performance as DayLewis’ controlling and conniving sister, Cyril Woodcock. She’s as terrifying as she is funny—almost
Shakespearean in her ambitions and manipulations. But her work is too niche for the Academy, who
seem like they’ll award Allison Janney for her role as Tonya Harding’s boozy and brazen mother in
“I, Tonya.” Janney—a first-time nominee—has already won the Globe, SAG and BAFTA. Don’t be
surprised, though, if dark horse Laurie Metcalf snags the Oscar for her layered work in “Lady Bird.”

Who Will/Should Win: Jordan Peele, “Get Out”
“Get Out” is not only the best-written film of the year, but—in
my mind—the last five or 10. Peele’s pages are so packed with
symbolism, foreshadowing, originality and social commentary that there are already college classes dedicated to studying his fine work. The intricacies
of the dialogue and the perfect construction
of the scenes forced me into seeing “Get
Out” three times in the theater. To
give this award to anyone but
Peele would be a sin beyond
forgiveness.
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Voices of Santa Clara: Students Abroad

Santa Clara students
share stories from all
around the world
Gavin Cosgrave

Special Correspondent
The following is an entry in a series called “Voices of Santa Clara,”
which profiles noteworthy students
and faculty. The Q & A is excerpted
from the “Voices of Santa Clara”
podcast.

Arelí Hernandez is triple major in political science, Spanish and
Ethnic Studies, and has a minor in
Latin American studies. Over the
summer, she earned a Fulbright
Scholarship to study in London
at the University of London, and
took a course called “The Politics
of Protest and Change,” which
looked at social movements and
NGO’s. This past semester she was
in Ecuador studying international
development.
GC: Why did you choose the
program in Ecuador?
AH: It encompassed all my majors and it was financially cheaper,
but I’m so glad I went on it because
it was the most amazing experience. We were looking at international development and NGO’s
with a critical perspective and looking at the context of race. I got to
learn more about the indigenous
communities in Ecuador as well
as the issue of immigration and
refugees.
My program was divided into
two parts. The first half was taking theoretical classes about international development, and in
the second half we were paired up
with a non-profit related to what
we wanted to study.
I interned with a Catholic NGO
devoted to the integration of migrants and refugees from Venezu-

ela and Colombia. I come from a
Mexican-American background, so
I have a lot of exposure to Mexican
immigrants to the U.S., but over
there, there are totally different
reasons for the migration.
GC: What were you doing on
a day-to-day basis during the internship?
AH: I got to help with the lobbying of two ordinances with a social
worker. The NGO is committed to
eliminating gender violence, and
during this time it was the 26 days
of activism for the elimination of
gender violence.
The other ordinance was for
immigration for the city I was in.
I got to see the lobbying with local
government. We had a march as
well and we put on an event where
every culture brings their own
thing to perform. In preparation
for that, they asked me to prepare a
dance, and they wanted me to teach
them something Mexican. I taught
them a Mexican line dance that we
do in weddings or family parties. I
taught a little choreography to the
kids for them to perform. I was with
the Brazilian nuns and they taught
me samba.

Jahwala Johns (left) is a marketing and psychology double major who studied abroad in Barcelona, Spain.
GC: In the first couple weeks,
were there any cultural differences
that you had to adjust to?
JJ: I remember getting off the
plane, and everything was smaller.
The people are visibly smaller, portion sizes are smaller, everything
was slower paced and relaxed. My
first night for dinner, it took 45
minutes to get food and no one was
in the restaurant.
GC: What did your daily life
look like?
JJ: My school was a 25 minute walk from where I lived, so in
the mornings I would get up and
walk to school, staying at the study
abroad center for about six hours. I
had three classes, take a break for
lunch by the beach. On the weekends I would either travel to a different country or explore the city.
GC: How did you meet new
friends there?
JJ: I gravitated away from the

Santa Clara students because I felt
like I could come back to them if
need be, but I wanted to meet other
people. My closest friend abroad
was from Loyola in Chicago. We
met the first weekend on a program
trip and bonded. There was a pingpong league that a lot of us went
through.
GC: Do you have any funny or
interesting stories from your time
abroad?
JJ: I was there during a wild
time because Catalonia was trying to secede from the European
Union. There would be times when
the city would shut down for political riots. I remember walking back
from school and walking into a political demonstration with crowds
and fireworks. It was fascinating
being there as an American.
My host mom groomed us to fit
her lifestyle, and we always had to
wear shoes in her house. was very
adamant that we ate big dinners
and she would get upset when we
didn’t finish a whole paella. Whenever she heard us using English in
our rooms to each other, she would
tell us to use Spanish only.
GC: What advice would you give
to a student considering studying
abroad?
JJ: Definitely just do it. When
else are you going to have the time
to go do a different country without many other commitments?
You have a lot of free time because
you’re only doing school. I would
just say to be open to new possibilities and opportunities. A lot of
students stuck to their core friend
group, but try to push yourself
outside your comfort zone to meet
more locals.

Drew Descourouez (far left)
is an environmental studies major
with economics and philosophy minors who studied in El Salvador in
the CASA program, which has since
been cancelled due to increased
violence in El Salvador.
GC: What parts of the program
impacted you personally the most?
DD: The relationship to the
environment was really cool. I got
to see and experience what the environment meant to a developing
country like El Salvador, and what
it takes for us to consume sugar so

cheaply here. Smelling the burning sugar cane and watching the
cane being processed on the coast
certainly affects the way I consume
sugar today.
GC: Were there any aspects of
the program that were challenging?
DD: The reason our experience
was unique was that our host father was killed while we were there.
It’s hard to say that because it gets
paired with the closure of the program, but the cultural difficulty was
more on my part. It’s very easy for
our culture to say, “in a developing
country, this death must have been
because of some chaotic violence,”
but as far as we know this incidence
was very personal and we weren’t
in any sort of targeted danger.
The community had a culturally more sophisticated reaction
to death. In the U.S. our response
can be in my opinion very personal,
violent and misguided, so the way
we were dealing with it together
as a community in El Salvador was
healthier. It wasn’t easy but it really
made evident the fact that El Salvador is a country that overcomes.
GC: How are you different now
coming back?
DD: I think one of the desires
we have here is to be healthy and
manage a work-life balance. It
sounds nice and people talk about
wanting it, but actually letting it
happen, maybe not as much. A lot
of people here would say that rest
and good sleep and time to reflect
on your actions is all well and good,
but it’s saved for breaks or vacation.
One of the opportunities I had
in El Salvador was to listen and to
be and to interact in a different
pace and style. It looks a lot like
reflection, spirituality and time
‘wasted.’ I’m still wrestling with
how to convince myself that time
alone, time in prayer, and time in
rest aren’t just important because
they’re nice to have, they are vital
in choosing what we produce.

Alyssa Newman is a marketing major who studied abroad in
Barcelona, Spain.
GC: What was your experience
like living with a host family?
AN: It was just a mom and another girl from Santa Clara. My

host mom didn’t speak any English,
whereas some other host families
did speak some English. Sometimes
I would understand most of her
words and put together sentences,
but totally miss what was happening. She was a very motherly figure
to have, and I loved the traditional
cooking.
GC: How were you able to balance doing schoolwork, traveling
and doing fun things?
AN: I don’t know if you remember high school, but it was the work
level of a high school. I just prioritized that I was there to travel,
learn and be culturally immersed,
so if you have the opportunity to go
to a festival that shows something
about Spanish culture, I would do
that over making headway on an
essay.
It’s pretty easy to make time
management work if you are well
organized. Also planes are a good
place to work!
GC: Did you have any big takeaways or ways that you see your
studies now differently?
AN: In terms of studies, I
learned the importance of experiences and taking advantage of your
free time. Going on spontaneous
trips I learned how to pack light
and quick, and absorb a lot of information really quickly.
I thought it was really cool to
broaden my perspective about
alcohol, because I think being
at Santa Clara, there is a really
heavy drinking culture that can
be dangerous and unhealthy. Going abroad, I realized that alcohol
isn’t evil, it’s just how you use it.
We say that all the time, but I
was able to genuinely see that with
American students who were allowed to drink legally and the people who lived in Spain who were
casual and unconcerned.
I was part of a youth group, and
after church we would go get beers.
GC: What advice would you give
to someone who is going to study
abroad in the fall?
AN: Definitely try to reach out
to the local community. It was
really hard to make friends with
the locals just because of how our
program was situated—we were
surrounded by American students.
Volunteering was a great way to
meet people. I would go to a soup
kitchen every week, and I think
it was important to see Spain in
that light and get to know normal
people.
To listen to the full interview, visit
voicesofsantaclara.com or search
“Voices of Santa Clara” on the
iTunes Podcast App.

Concerto Violinist on Campus: The Many Skills of Byron Fan
Continued from Page 1

expressive in his violin playing, and I
think through his playing, he is able
to touch and move people.”
Fan was also a winner of the
same competition two years ago as
a sophomore, where he played in the
Tchaikovsky concerto.
Students are not allowed to compete two years in a row.
When he is not a featured soloist,
he is the university orchestra’s concertmaster, or first-chair violinist.
Fan is active within the music
department in other ways as well.
For the past two summers, Fan performed during orientation for incoming first-year students before
University President Michael Engh

spoke.
Fan is currently doing research
with Janice Edgerly-Rooks in the
biology department, where they are
using music to analyze the behavior
of silk-spinning insects.
Edgerly-Rooks said that she and
Fan bond over their passion for music.
“I think Byron and I talk about
music more than we do biology,”
she said.
The research deals with a large
data set based on how complex behavior mirrors musical motifs to a
great extent.
“Byron has a fantastic ability to
interpret music and I engaged him
to work with me on transforming
our data into notes for the violin,”
Edgerly-Rooks said.

“I presented the recordings of his
violin music at a national scientific
conference in November.
The scientists were extremely
excited about how the behavior
translates to music.”
Indeed, Fan’s passion and mastery for both the sciences and the
arts is obvious.
“He’s living proof of someone
who has made music such as important part of his life and related it to
the holistic nature of his academic
pursuits,” Kennedy said. “He’s the
exemplar.”
Byron also served as concertmaster for both his high school orchestra
and an outside youth orchestra for
two years.
He was the concertmaster for
the 2013 California Orchestra Di-

rectors Association All-State High
School Orchestra, which a pool of
the best teen musicians in the state

“He’s one of the
most talented
violinists I’ve ever
gotten to work
with.”
of California.
He participated in the Golden
Strings of America competition and
was selected to perform in Carnegie

Hall in 2012.
“I’ve played with Byron in orchestra and chamber groups, and
he’s one of the most talented violinists I’ve ever gotten to work with,”
junior Garrett Woodford-Berry said,
principal cellist and a former concerto competition winner.
“Byron is on a level of music that
rivals students in the best conservatories. He is overall just an accomplished musician and cool person.”
Fan’s plan is to attend medical
school after graduation.
In the future, he hopes to have
the opportunity to join an ensemble
and continue making music for the
rest of his life.
Contact Erin Fox at efox@scu.edu
or call (408) 554-4852.
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Jay Fuchs

President Trump vs. The Diversity Visa Lottery

T

here are times where Donald Trump’s commitment
to misinformation is so flagrant that I am actually impressed.
His accusations of election fraud,
his allegations that Barack Obama
bugged Trump Tower and his insistence that his tax plan—from which
he stands to save around one billion dollars—is going to cost him a
fortune are so blatantly untrue that
they take a special kind of courage
to perpetuate.
So when I hear the president lie
time and time again about a system
called the diversity visa lottery, I
almost want to give him a round
of applause. It takes a lot of gumption to misconstrue the nature of a
policy so shamelessly.
As he promised he would on the
campaign trail, Donald Trump is
trying to make sweeping immigration reform as fast and as drastically
as possible. To that end, he has made
a point of making the diversity visa
lottery one of the most contentious
policies in American politics right
now.
And at no point in doing so has
he been honest about it.
The president would have you
believe the diversity lottery system is essentially like the Powerball for lazy foreign nationals who

AP

Following last November’s attack that killed eight people in Times Square, Trump tweeted that the perpatrator, an Uzbekistani national, had gained entry into the United States through the visa lottery program. He has called for putting an end to the system.

want only to sap the life from this
great nation. He suggests that foreign countries get to put their own
citizens in the lottery. In an effort
to weed out the stupid degenerates
who do not contribute to their soci-

eties, they only nominate the stupid
degenerates who do not contribute
to their societies.
As he puts it, foreign countries
are never sending their “best people,” and the people they do send

always end up being “horrendous.”
Contrary to what the president
claims, the diversity visa lottery is
not a matter of countries pulling
the names of their worst citizens
out of a fishbowl. The program is
managed by the State Department.
Every year, the agency randomly
awards 50,000 visas to appli-

have at least a high school diploma
or two years of work experience in
one of the select number of fields
approved by the State Department.
Some critics have suggested
those standards are not rigorous
enough to ensure diversity visa applicants are worthy or fit to live in
American society. Their criticisms
do not hold up, however, when you
take a closer look at who is coming
in through the program.
According to a study by the Migration Policy Institute, among recent immigrants ages 25 and older
from 19 nations with high rates of
diversity visas, “50 percent had a
bachelor’s degree or higher (compared to 32 percent of the overall
U.S. population in 2016), 16 percent
reported some college education
and 12 percent had less than a highschool diploma.”
If these figures are any indication, diversity visa recipients are
hardly the “horrendous” immigrants that Trump would have you
believe they are.
In actuality, the diversity visa
lottery is a productive means of
helping to diversify our population
by integrating people from nations
that are underrepresented amongst
our general immigrant base. It is
not a shifty scam that floods America with inept foreigners. Donald
Trump’s carefully crafted distortion of it is just more of his brand

His entire stance is a fact check away
from being nullified, but he is smart
enough to know his base will not have
the motivation nor the interest to realize how wrong he is.
cants from countries with low
immigration rates to the United
States.
The foreign countries involved do not personally select
the citizens they place in the
lottery; the applicants are selfselected. In 2017, the applicant
pool was roughly 17 million
people.
That means less than one percent of applicants were actually
awarded visas. If countries were
using the program as a scheme
to systematically pawn off their
worst citizens and sabotage the
United States, they really would
not be able to get a whole lot of
mileage out of it.
The president has advocated
scrapping the program altogether and has referenced the vague
idea of a replacement system
based on “merit.” Though he has
not defined the concrete stipulations of such a system, he has
certainly implied immigrants
admitted via the diversity lack
the skills and motivation necessary to contribute to American
society.
To be clear, the applicants
who are ultimately awarded visas are subject to background
checks, medical examinations,
interviews and other security
protocols before coming to the
United States. They also must

of socially destructive, shameless
misinformation.
His entire stance is a fact check
away from being nullified, but he
is smart enough to know his base
will not have the motivation nor the
interest to realize how wrong he is.
That kind of backwards craftiness
takes some finesse, and getting away
with dishonesty this glaring on such
a massive scale is an achievement in
its own right.
Take a bow, Mr. President. You
are successfully undermining a constructive policy by way of willfully
and aggressively ignoring its actual
function and results.
An act like that deserves a standing ovation. Then again, I am sure
your base never stopped giving you
one in the first place.
Jay Fuchs is a senior
communication major.

Articles in the Opinion
section represent the
views of the individual
authors only and
not the views of The
Santa Clara or Santa
Clara University.

STANDINGS
Men’s Basketball
Team
Gonzaga
Saint Mary’s
Brigham Young
San Diego
San Francisco
Pacific
Santa Clara
Loyola Marymount
Portland
Pepperdine

WCC
17-1
16-2
11-7
9-9
9-9
9-9
8-10
5-13
4-14
2-16

Overall
27-4
27-4
22-9
18-12
17-14
14-17
11-19
10-19
10-21
5-25

WCC
17-1
13-5
11-7
11-7
10-8
8-10
7-11
5-13
5-13
3-15

Overall
24-5
20-9
16-13
19-10
15-14
15-14
13-16
9-19
9-20
7-22

Women’s Basketball
Team
Gonzaga
Saint Mary’s
Brigham Young
Loyola Marymount
San Francisco
San Diego
Pacific
Pepperdine
Santa Clara
Portland

UPCOMING GAMES
Men’s Basketball
Santa Clara vs. Pepperdine
@ WCC Tournament,

Fri. 3/2 8:00 p.m.

Santa Clara vs. TBA
@ WCC Tournament

Sat. 3/3

TBA

Women’s Basketball
Santa Clara vs. Pepperdine
@ WCC Tournament

Thu. 3/1 12:00 p.m.

Baseball
Univeristy of Utah @ Santa Clara
Univeristy of Utah @ Santa Clara
Univeristy of Utah @ Santa Clara

Fri. 3/2 6:00 p.m.
Sat. 3/3 1:00 p.m.
Sun. 3/4 12:00 p.m.

Softball
Santa Clara @ San Diego Classic
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Men’s Golf Struggles in Southwest
Team places 12th
out of 15 teams
in Arizona
Addy Camisa

The Santa Clara
The Santa Clara Men’s
Golf team finished 12th
overall this weekend at the
National Invitational Tournament hosted by the University of Arizona. Hayden
Shieh, Matthew McCarty,
Derek Ackerman, Michiel
Eyre III and William DelBiaggio represented the
Santa Clara team, currently
ranked 35th by Golfstat.
The team competed with
15 other groups at the tournament hosted at the par72 Omni Tucson Catalina
Course.
To par, the Santa Clara
team finished even with 72
strokes—just two strokes
behind the University of
Wyoming.
The group fell behind in
the first round, finishing 25
strokes from the lead, but
improved their scores in the
two following rounds.
“In the first round, we
really struggled from the
beginning,” Head Coach
Robert Miller said. “None
of the guys were really feeling comfortable with their
games and the course and it
started off poorly. We were
never really able to gain a lot
of momentum.”
After the first 18 holes
of the first round, the team
carded 292 overall. In the
second round, they carded
283. In the final and third
round, they carded 289. The

SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY

Junior Derek Ackerman drives the ball during the Duck Invitational in Eugene, Oregon in late February. At the Arizona invitational, Ackerman finished three strokes over par with a 75. He tied with five other golfers for 43rd place.

Santa Clara team totaled out to
an even-par 864.
“In the second two rounds,
we had gotten off to very good
starts,” Miller said. “In the last
three or four holes, we finished
poorly. The difference between
the first round and the second
two rounds is that the first
round really was one where
none of the guys played particularly well.”
In individual play, Shieh
finished with 70 strokes, two
under par, with the help of two
eagles. He tied for 28th place in
the tournament.
DelBiaggio finished even
with 72 strokes.
Ackerman finished three
strokes over par with a 75. Ackerman and DelBiaggio tied with
four other golfers for 43rd place
in the tournament. McCarty
finished three strokes over par

with a 75 with the help of an
eagle in the second round. He
tied for 61st place. Eyre III finished with a 77, five over par.
Coach Miller said that moving forward, they will focus on
preparing particular members
who have consistently qualified
for meets in the past for the remaining meets.
“Individually, we’re kind
of going through and trying to
identify what the best practice
and playing combinations will
be for them to prepare as best
they can for these last four
events,” Miller said. “We’re
going to focus, for three guys
in particular, on trying to get
them ready in whatever way is
best for each one of them separately.”
The team’s performance this
weekend follows their play in
the Farms Invitational in San

Francisco, where McCarty
received individual medalist
honors for finishing under-par
on all three rounds. Eyre III received his fourth career Top-10
finish.
“This week, we chalked this
up to one of the events out of
the 11 that we play, of our season, where it was just a down
event,” Miller said. “I don’t
think there’s any takeaway
from that, just that you have to
understand that you’re going
to have some down events and
you’re going to have some good
events.”
The Santa Clara team will
play in the Bandon Dunes
Championship in Bandon, Oregon on Sunday, March 11.
Contact Addy Camisa at
acamisa@scu.edu or call (408)
554-4852.
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The United States left Pyeongchang with
23 medals, the lowest medal count since the
mere 13 earned in 1998. This number looks
even worse when you consider all the new
American-friendly sports such as big air
snowboarding, freestyle skiing and mixed
doubles curling that have been added to the
Winter Olympics this year.
A leaked internal document obtained by
The Associated Press set a target goal of 37
medals, with a minimum of 25. Neither of
these targets were met.
Alan Ashley, the U.S. Olympic Committee’s Chief of Sport Performance wasn’t
impressed with the result either.
“We’re going to take a hard look at
what occurred here,” he said Sunday at the
USOC’s closing news conference.
Ashley was joined at the conference with
a number of U.S. medalists, including bronze
medalist Lindsey Vonn—who believes the
U.S. Olympians should not be judged solely
on the number of medals collected.
“To quantify it in how many medals you
have is not appropriate and doesn’t respect
the athletes and what they’ve put in to be in
these games,” Vonn said.
Vonn’s statement is predictable, considering common consensus states that her
Olympic performance was a bust. She arrived at Pyeongchang widely considered the
best female Alpine skier ever, expected to
win a gold medal in the downhill and possibly another medal in the Super-G. However,
she left with only a bronze.
“I’ve been injured so many times that
the fact I’m even here is a victory in itself,’’
Vonn, 33, told reporters. “As a racer, as a
person I have to remember that as well because I do want to win and I’m usually not
satisfied with a bronze. In this situation, I
think I can be very happy with what I’ve
accomplished.’’
While she has had multiple injuries,
she was healthy enough to win the last two
World Cup downhill races before the Olympics. In fact, even her father sounded a little
disappointed with her performance.
“She needed to go for it a little bit more,’’
he said. “She needed to risk more.’’
Despite the lackluster performance of
the U.S. this Olympic season, it could have
been even worse. Through Thursday, Team
USA had only won eight medals. However,
U.S. dominance in extreme sports lead to a
historically impressive second half comeback.
This included a gold medal in women’s
cross-country skiing, the first ever win and
second ever medal in this discipline for the
country, and a gold in men’s curling after
the team reached the final for the first time
in Olympic history.
The team arguably did worse this year
than they did in 1998. They earned only 12
medals in sports that existed before freestyle
and snowboarding. That’s one less than they
had in 1998. Alan Ashley said the USOC will
consider emulating what other successful
countries have done this year.
Learning from Team Norway might be a
smart idea, considering they earned 38 medals this year—breaking the Winter Olympics
record (37 medals) that the United States
set in 2010. Despite the disappointments,
this Olympic season was extremely enjoyable with remarkable performances from
athletes like Shaun White and Jessie Diggins
and a beautiful closing ceremony. I agree
with Lindsey Vonn’s stance that “medals
aren’t everything” but it is important that
we consistently strive to earn as many podium spots as possible if we want to stay
relevant in the world of Olympic sports.
Jay Mehta is a sophomore economics
major.

Winter Quarter Sports Update
Jay Mehta

The santa clara

Men’s Basketball

Baseball

The Santa Clara Men’s Basketball team faced a crushing 40-67
defeat against nationally ranked Saint Mary’s on Saturday. Jock
Landale, Emmett Naar, Jordan Ford and Calvin Hermanson all
scored in double figures to lead Saint Mary’s to victory—making
their record 27-4.
Henry Caruso was the only Bronco to score in double digits on
Saturday.
The game wasn’t all bad news, however.
Over the last four games, the Broncos have raised their field goal
percentage from 43.6 percent to 49 percent, and senior center Emmanuel Ndumanya has posted the four highest point totals of his
career in the last nine games, including a career-best 23 vs. Portland
(Feb. 10). He has shot 41 of 68 from the floor (60.3 percent) in the
last 13.

Santa Clara Baseball lost 3-1 to Wake Forest in the series
finale on Sunday. The team was unable to generate any
offense against Wake Forest’s starter Colin Peluse but managed to score a home run in the ninth inning when Peluse
was replaced by Rayne Supple. Peluse pitched eight shutout
innings, allowing three hits and two walks before leaving
with 108 pitches under his belt.
It isn’t all bad, however, considering the Broncos still
won the series against Wake Forest, winning the first two
games 2-0 and 7-6. Junior third-baseman John Cresto left
Sunday’s game with his third consecutive home run (one
for each game of the series). It was his fourth overall in the
season.

SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY

SANTA CLARA UNIVERSITY

Men’s Tennis

The Broncos are coming off a close 4-3 win against UC Davis last week.
“We played UC Davis under difficult conditions, as it was really windy and it was a great test of mental strength for the players,”
Head Coach Niall Angus said. “We lost the doubles point after being three match points up but used that as a springboard to push
into singles.”
However, the Men’s Tennis team defeated Sacramento State 6-1 on Sunday at Degheri Tennis Center, extending their winning
streak to eight. In men’s doubles, junior Connor Garnett and junior Kamran Khan won 6-3 against the Hornets’ Louis Chabut and
Hermont Legaspi. Sophomore Vasileios Iliopoulos and sophomore Jesus Tapiador Barajas beat Dom Miller and Donald Hall 6-2.
Junior Andrew Gu defeated Mikus Losbergs in straight sets to remain undefeated this season with a 8-0 record.

Women’s Water Polo

Olympic
Shame

The Women’s Water Polo team ended its home tournament with a victory against Sonoma State on Sunday. The team
won three of its four outings in the two-day tournament.
The Broncos beat Sonoma State 9-3 on Sunday afternoon after losing 8-7 to Indiana earlier in the day. On Saturday,
Santa Clara defeated the University of Redlands 17-8 and Cal State Monterey Bay 8-5.
“The weekend went well,” Head Coach Keith Wilbur said. “I thought we played consistently well on defense the whole
weekend. We had a couple tough, one-goal losses but to good teams, and I really like how we played. There are things we
are working on offensively.”
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